
Strong Social-Emotional Shift Is a Big Win for All Students

When we take stock of the programs in place to support our students; free and reduced lunches, special 
education, advanced placement classes, career and technical education and more - it would seem all the bases 
are covered. Or are they? 

Everyone agrees all students must have the opportunity 
to succeed including those impacted by trauma, or 
adverse childhood experiences. The struggles from 
trauma that affect childhood learning are real and create 
an experience shared by teachers and fellow students. 
Students’ attention span, ability to focus and behavioral 
control can be compromised.

Across Kansas, including USD 305, schools have 
responded with increased support for social-emotional 
learning. This learning involves social and self-
awareness, self-management, relationship and decision 
making skills. The approach is producing benefits to all 
students, staff and families.

“With increased efforts and resources focused on social- 
emotional learning and character development, our 
district is addressing an important area of need that we 
see at all schools,” explained Shanna Rector, executive 
director of student and administrative services. 

“Although the work is demanding, 
I know our buildings are making 
great strides and rethinking how to 
support students social-emotionally 
to gain greater behavioral and 
academic success in school.” 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
U.S. children have experienced 
some kind of trauma (abuse, 
neglect, violence or household 
dysfunction). The likelihood of 
negative effects on children in-
creases with more adverse 
experiences. Our principals and 
teachers see resulting struggles 
that affect childhood learning. 

In response, schools are helping students who are affected by trauma be more open to learning. More resources, 
funding and personnel, focus on instruction of the social-emotional, at-risk and character development standards. 
This year, every elementary building has a counselor and there are grade-level counselors at middle and high 
schools.  As a district-wide resource, a social-emotional specialist is providing support for restorative practice 
and trauma-informed classrooms.

USD 305 staff 
gained new 
perspectives 
at a workshop 
focused on 
Lego-based 
play therapy, 
trauma and 
de-escalation 
strategies.

Rhonda Lagroon (left), Kirsten Crosson (center), Jade John-
son (right), Kim Stober(front), USD 305 social workers

Chris Green (left), counselor at Oakdale,
Chris Michel (2nd from left), counselor at Schilling and 
Shirley Luce (2nd from right), counselor at Coronado
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Strong Social-Emotional Shift Is a Big Win for All Students (cont.)

“Our character and life skills education is much more 
consistent now,” said Angela Dorzweiler, Oakdale 
Elementary principal. “We now have someone in the 
building full-time to work with students in crisis and 
who knows of family needs.  They are really critical 
to educating the whole child, so students can reach 
success in all areas, academically, behaviorally and 
emotionally.”

One approach at Salina Public Schools includes 
strengthening a positive approach to school culture. 
“(Outside of school) some of our students are 
experiencing more of a real-world than we will ever 
know,” said Kyle Griffitts, Cottonwood Elementary 
principal. “We need their school day to be as positive 
as possible which is why PBIS (Positive Behavioral 
Intervention Strategies) is so important as we create 
safe environments that support important relationships.”

Additionally, key partnerships help provide needed resources. Central Kansas Mental Health, Jobs for America’s 
Graduates, Communities in Schools and The City Teen Center provide individualized and intensive support.  

Across the district supports are in place to counter the educational impact of trauma on our students. The 
initiative is a good fit with priorities identified by the board of education. A component of the Kansas State 
Department of Education’s Kansans Can movement is social-emotional growth. When all students are ready to 
learn, the benefits are seen throughout the school. Learning for All, Whatever It Takes is more than a motto at 
USD 305; it’s an integral part of everything we do.

Andrea Young, Central High School counselor for sophomores,  
meets with a student. 


